TRANSCRI PT OF A RECORDI NG OF A MEETI NG
BETWEEN THE PRESI DENT AND JOHN DEAN
ON APRIL 16, 1973 AT 10:00 TO 10: 40 AM

PRES| DENT: H , John, how are you?
DEAN: Good norning. Good norning.
PRESI DENT: Sit domm. Sit down. Trying to get ny

remarks ready to (unintelligible) the
bui | di ng trades.

DEAN: So | under st and.

PRES| DENT: Yes, indeed, yeah. You know, | was thinking
we ought to get the odds and ends, uh
(unintelligible) w tal ked, and, uh, it was
confirnmed that--you renenber we tal ked about
resignations and so forth and so on--that |
shoul d have in hand, not to be rel eased...

DEAN: Uh huh.

PRESI DENT: but 1 should have in hand sonething, or
other wise they' Il say, "Wat the hell did
you-- after M. Dean told you all of this,
what did you do?" You see what | nean?

DEAN: Uh hubh.

PRESI DENT Now | tal ked to Petersen, uh about, uh,
about the thing, and | said, "Now, uh, what
do you want to do about, uh, about this
situation on Dean, and so forth?" And he
said, "Well", he said, "I,” he said, "I
would do n--, I, | don't want to announce
anyt hing; now." You know what | mean?
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DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

Uh huh.

But what is your feeling on that?
(Cears throat)

See what | nean?

Are we tal king Dean, or are we tal king Dean,
Ehrlichman and Hal deman?

Vell, I'"mtal king Dean...
Dean.

...at this nmonent.

Al right.

Dean at this nonent, because you're going to
be, uh, you, you're going to be doing it.
"1l have to handle them also. But, the
point is, what's your advice that we-- You
see, the point is, we, we don't have-- |

Just, | just got it, | just typed up a
couple, Just to have here which I'd be
willing to put out. You know...

Uh huh.

in the event that, uh, certain things
occurred.

| under st and.

But you see, put the, uh, the, put, just
putting the--you don't want to put any lies
intoit. Uh (unintelligible). What's your
advi ce?



APRIL 16, 1973 FROM 10:00 TO 10:40 h . M

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PPESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

| think, I think it'd be the--good to have
it on hand.

Yeah.
| would think, to be very honest with you-

Have t hose others, too?
Have t hose ot hers, al so.

Yeah, yeah. | will. WIlIl as a ratter of
fact, they both su--, suggested it for
t hensel ves.

Uh huh.

So | got that, uh--1 amsorry, Steve, | hit
the wong bell.

(Laughs)
So I've already done that with them
Al right.

So they said, "Look, uh, they're ready any
time you want them"™ [|'ve got that. Now
want to get your advice on that, too, So
what | would, now what | would think we want
to do, we should have it in two different
forms, here. W should have it--and I,
should Iike to discuss with you the forns.
It seens to ne that your, the form shoul d
be, uh, uh, request an immedi ate indefinite
| eave of absence. That'd be one thing. And
the other, of course, would be, uh, just a
strai ght resignation

Uh huh.

Unh, first, uh, what | would suggest is that
you sign both. That's what | had in m nd.
And then we'll talk about after, uh, because
you don't know yet what you're
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PRES| DENT:
( CONTI NUED) :

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:
PRESI DEM:
DEAN:
PRESI DENT:

DEAN:
PRESI DENT:
DEAN:
PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

goi ng-- For exanple, you could go in and
plead guilty. You' d have to resign

That's right.

If, on the other hand, you're going in, uh,
on a, sone other basis, then | think a | eave
of absence is then

Uh huh.
the proper thing to do.
| woul d think so.

And, uh, that's the way I would discuss it
with, uh, with others, too. But if you have
any ot her thoughts, let nme know. |'m not
trying to press you on a thing. Just, |

Just want to be sure, John, you' ve got the
record, that you're, you're, uh, so that
|"ve done everything that |I (clears throat)
(unintelligible). Do you agree?

Uh, I, | think it's a good idea. | frankly
do.

Yeah.

But, uh, I think if you do it for, for one--

| think you have problens with others too,
M. President.

| al ready have done that with others.

Yeah. Al right. That's what |'ve been
trying to advise you that, you know. ..

But on theirs, on theirs, on theirs, both

t he, uh, uh, pending the, uh--It, it is al
pendi ng their appearance, and so forth.

Just as it is in yours. Nothing's going to
be said.

Uh huh.
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PRESI DENT:

DEAN:
PRESI DENT:

DEAN:
PRESI DENT:

PRESI DENT
DEAN:

PRESI DENT:
DEAN:
PRESI DENT:

But 1've got to have it in hand. You see

what | nmean? | nean, ny, ny reason, --as |
told them-As a matter of fact, after our
talk last night, |I told theml| said, "W,

|"ve got to have it in hand so that | can
nove on this, if, uh, as Petersen is going

to report to ne every day." You see?

Uh huh.

| said, "Now, Petersen,” | said, "if you get
this stuff confirned,” | said, "I need to
know." And he said, "Well, |, uh--" 'cause
asked him | asked himspecifically, | said,

"What, what are you, uh, what, uh, what are
you going to do?" He says, "Well, LaRue is
going to be today.” And, | don't know who
el se. Strachan's going to be today. There
are three today I think. | don't know.
Who's the third one?

| don't know.

That's right. You' re not supposed to.
(Laughter).

Uh, then, okay.

VWhat | would like to dois, is to draft up
for you an alternative letter. Put it in

both options and you can just put themin

file.

Uh hubh.
Uh, Just short and, and sweet.
Uh huh. Al right. Fine. 1 had, | had

di ctated sonething nmyself, on ny own, which
| just, which is, which is, uh
(unintelligible) how this--But you don't
have to. |If you can give ne a better form
fine. |1 want you to do it either way. Do
you, uh, or do you want to just prepare
sonet hi ng?
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DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:
PRESI DENT

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

I"d |ike to prepare sonething.

Good. Al right. Fine. Wy don't you take
this? And, uh, take those, just as an...

Sur e.

...l dea, and have sonething that, uh--1've
got to see Petersen at, 1:30.

Al'l right.

Understand, | don't want it s-- put anything
out, because | don't want to jeopardize your
position at, at all. You ve got a right to,
just as everybody else has, to, to--let's
say you've been--you've carried a hell of a
| oad here and |I--But | just feel that since
what you said | ast night that weave got to
do on this and with, uh, Hal deman and

Ehrlichman- | have, | have | eave of absences
fromthem Which, however, will not use
until | get the word from Petersen on
corroborati on.

Al'l right.

whi ch he, which he advised hinself. |
talked to himafter | talked to you. Left
about 11:45. | told the son-of-a-bitch, he
doesn't know how hard we work around here.

And you wi Il have sonething, uh, uh, within
a coupl e of hours.

vell |,
You think just put it in the file?

| won't be back, | won't be back, uh. Yeah.
You, you can, uh, you draft what you want ne
to--in other words...
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DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

And if you don't |like what | draft, tell ne
and I will change it in any way...

Ch, sure, sure.

...that you want.

But | can't nmake a decision...
Yes, sir.

...of course you see--And, and also, it my,
it may depend--Well, put it this way, put it
this way, you draft what you, what you want.
And we can, uh, if | have any concerns about

it, 1'll give you a ring. You can, uh, be
around, and so forth.
Uh hubh.

And, uh, but, but, you would agree you
shoul d- - but not hi ng shoul d be put out now.
Ri ght ?

| would agree. | was, | was thinking about
t hat .

You see, we've got the problem-today the
third may break. You know, w th Magruder,
uh, and so forth. And, uh, I'm uh, I--You
know what | nean. That's what | wanted to
run over with you briefly, as to, you know,
to get your feeling again as to how we
handl e it, how we--You know, you, you were
sayi ng the President should stay ahe-, one
step ahead of this thing. Well, we've got,
uh-The point is, the only problemis what
the hell can | say publicly? Now, here's
what we' ve done.

Vel l, you see.

| called in--1 got in Kleindienst. Uh,
we're--1"'ve been working on it all week.
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DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

Ri ght.
Actually, | nean | got, as soon as | got the
Magruder thing, then I, 1 got in

Kl ei ndi enst, and, uh, then at four o'clock
we got in, uh, so uh, Petersen. Kleindienst
wi t hdrew, uh, and, uh, uh, assigned

Petersen. | said, "All right, Henry, I
don't want to talk with Kleindienst anynore
about this case. I'mjust going to talk to
you. "

Uh huh.

"You're in charge. You follow through and
you' re going through to get to the bottom of
this thing and | amgoing to let the chips
fall where they may." And we covered that
all the way down the line. Now, | have to
follow himto a certain extent on the
prosecution side. On the other hand, on the
PR side, | sure as hell amnot going to |et
the Justice Departnent step out there...

Ri ght .

...and say, "Look, we dragged the Wite
House in here." 1've got to step out and do
it, John.

That's right.
Don't you agree?
That's right. Uh...

But yet, | don't want to wal k out and say,
"l --Look, John Dean's resignation has been
accepted."” Jesus Christ, that isn't fair.

Nor would it be fair to say Ehr--,
Ehrli chman and Hal deman' s have.

Yeah. \What...
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DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

You know, I, |'ve already exam ned. ..

(Unintelligible) because you see they
haven't been charged yet. As soon as
they're charged (unintelligible). But see
he's--But in your case, is you haven't been
charged with anything yet...

No, | have not.
That's nmy problem see with it
Uh.

All I wanted is to have on--The only reason
I"mdoing this is to, uh, because of you,
what you sai d about sone, what you said
about them and that's why I'mgetting it
fromthem too.

Vell, it's a, there's & chance, uh, uh--
Well, there's a chance that today when LaRue
goes down that Hal deman and Ehrlichman's
nane are going to be right down there before
the Grand Jury.

Right. Well, the nane will be in, but the
point is, you don't just throw sonebody out
because of a nanme lying in court.

|, | understand.

You understand. Uh, would you, you could
al so, if you would, here's, uh, and I would
like for you to prepare this in a letter
that you woul d have for Ehrlichman and

Hal deman. Wbuld you do that, too?

Yes, sSir.

And then I'll give themthe formand | et
them work out their--sonething, that's
appropriate. Wuld you prepare that for ne,
t hen?
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DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

Yes, | wll.

But they told ne last night, orally, just as
you did, that, uh

They stand ready.
Cover the record. They said, "Look, we wll

leave in a mnute. W'IlIl |eave today. You
can do whatever you want." And | said,
"What the hell, we're going to have to wait
until we get some evidence.” You know what
| mean?

Uh huh.

VWhich | think you agree with.

| --That's what | do, and the question is
timng, and, uh...

Yeah.
Uh. ..

Now, let's get Dean's advice as to hole are
handl e this now, from uh, now on. Wat is
your, what's your advice?

Vell, | would say you shoul d have the
letters in hand and then..
Ri ght .

... based on what you learn from Petersen
you can nake a judgnment as to timng.

think you're still five stens ahead of what
will ever energe publicly. 1 don't think
t hey

They think in twelve hours it nmay break
sonebody told ne the news--the Post's,
according to Ziegler, has got sonething now
on this. Magruder talking around and
everything. | don't know.
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DEAN:

PRESI DENT:
DEAN:
PRESI DENT:
DEAN:
PRESI DENT:
DEAN:

PRESI DENT:
DEAN:
PRESI DENT:

DEAN:
PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PROM 10: 00 TO 10:40 A M
Vell, I know, | know what--sone of the
t hi ngs Magruder said .He sat |. that, uh,

that the prosecutors had asked hi ma nunber
of questions about Ehrlichman and Hal deman.
So there 's no, there 's no doubt that Let's
going to be out on the, uh,..

Yeah.

the street fast al so.

Vel l, then we ought; to nove on that too.
Uh huh.

That 's ny point. You see...

It "s unfortunate that I, you know, | 'm
hoping that '"the ultimate resolution of this
thing, is that: no one has any probl ens.

And that's possible...

Legal ly.
| egal ly.
That's right. Wich | hope is your case,
too. In other words, then | say no one,

nobody at the White House staff--not you,

not Col son, not Ehrlichman, not Hal deman,
because God dam it--Let ne, let nme, let ne
sumari ze this specific point again, because
| need to, uh, you know, they, we know there
was no--on the Dean report. Ziegler has

al ways said it was oral.

That's right.

Ri ght. But you renenber when you cane in,
asked You the specific question: "lIs anybody
on the Wi te House Staff involved?" You
told me "No".

That's right. And I have no know edge. ..
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PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

You still believe that?
Yes, sir, | do.

Yeah. But you did tell me that in the
aftermath there were serious probl ens.

That's right.

Right. And, | said, "Wll, let's see what
they are.” Right?

And now you're beginning to see what they
are. They're potential, technical,
obstruction of justice problens.

Sure. But not necessarily.
(Unintelligible)

Well, | talked to Petersen |ast night and he
made exactly the same point. He says the
obstruction was norally wong. No, not
norally. He said, it may not have been
norally wong, and it nay not be legally
wrong, but he said fromthe standpoint of
the Presidency, you can't have it. That's
what his point was. So he, he seens to
think that this, uh, that the obstruction of
justice thing is a God-dam hard thing to
prove

That's right.

...to prove in court, which I, | think
shoul d be sone confort to you.

Wll, ny lawer tells nme that, you know,
"Legally, you're in, you' re in damm good
shape. "

s that right?
That's right.
Because, uh, you're not...
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DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT" :

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

That's right. It's, it's a

You were sinply hel ping the defendants get
their fees and their...

Vell. ..

Huh? What does he say?

In that, in that position. I'mnerely a
conduit. Uh, it's very technical, very
technical. | ama conduit to other people.

That is the problem

Uh huh. What was the situation, John?
This--The only tine | ever heard any
di scussion of, uh, this supporting of the

def endants--and | nust say I, | guess |
shoul d have assuned sonebody was hel pi ng
them | nust have assuned it, but, uh, and,

and | nust say people were good in a way, I,
| was busy--as when you nentioned to ne
sone, sonething, about the, | nean. | think
the last tinme we tal ked about Hal, uh, Hunt
havi ng a probl em

Vell. ..
Put that and that was, then we, but that was
handl ed at, by Mtchell. Ws that true or

what the hell happened?

That's, that 's--The last tine we had a
request was the, was...

How did it work out? D d you--7?
t he Monday, before sentencing.
He hit you with a, uh, uh..

No.

at a dinner or sonething?
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DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

No, no. O Brien, who was one of the |awers
who was representing the Re-election
Commttee , was asked by Hunt to nmeet with
him He cane to ne after the neeting and
said that, "Hunt asked the foll ow ng nessage
be passed to you.”" And I said, "Wy nme?"

He said, "I asked Hunt the sane question.”

To you, Dean, or to ne, the President?
Asked of ne,

Ch.

Dean.

Oh yeah

It's the first tine I'd ever heard anything
like this. And he said, uh--

He had never asked

No.

you before.

No. Uh

Let nme tell you. Wat did you report to ne
on it, though? 1--It was rather
fragnentary, as | recall it You sai d,

Ri ght .

"Hunt had a problem” and, uh..

Very fragnentary . | was, I...

Yeah, but that's not the thing. 1, | said,

"What, what--John, what's it going to cost
to do this?" Unh, that's when | sent you to
Canmp--and said, "Well, for God' s sake, let's
see where this thing cones out.”
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DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

That's right.

And you said it'd cost a mllion dollars.
| said, "It,"” you know, tit conceivably
could, and the way this,” | said, "If we
don't cut this thing..."

Exactly.

Uh, anyway. ..

But that's the only conversation we had.
Wher e- - How was that handl ed? Wo the hel
handl ed that, that noney?

Uh, well, let ne tell you the rest--what,
what Hunt said. He said, "You tell Dean
that | need seventy-two thousand doll ars
for ny personal expenses, fifty thousand
dollars for ny legal fees."

Uh huh.

"If | don't get it, I'mgoing to have sone
things to say about the seamy things | did
at the Wiite House for John Ehrlichman."

Uh huh.

Al right. | took that to Ehrlichman.
Ehrlichman said, uh, "Have you talked to
Mtchell about it?" | said, "No, | have
not." Uh, he said, "Well, will you talk to
Mtchell?" | said, "Yes, I wll." | talked
to Mtchell. | just passed it along to him

And then there was a neeting dozen here a
few days later in, in Bob's office with Bob
and Ehrlichman and Mtchell and nyself.

And, uh, Ehrlichman said at that tine. He
said, "Well is that problemw th Hunt
straightened out?" He said it to ne and |
said, "Well, ask the man who may know:
Mtchell.” And Mtchell said, "I think that
problemis sol ved. "
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PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

That's all?
That's all he said.

In other words, that was done at the
Mtchell |evel?

That's right.

But you had know edge; Hal deman had a | ot of
know edge; and Ehrlichman had know edge.

Ri ght .

And | suppose | did. | nean, | am planning
to assune sone cul pability on that
(unintelligible).

| don't think so.

Why not ?

Uh. ..

| plan to be tough on nyself as I amon the
other thing, though, I, | nust say | didn't

really give it a thought at the tine because
| didn't know, uh--

No one gave it a thought.
You did. You did.
No one

You didn't tell me this about Ehrlichman,
for exanple. Wen you canme in on that day.

| know.

You sinply said, "Hunt needs this noney."
And you were using it as an exanple of the
pr obl ens ahead.
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DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:
PRESI DENT:

DEAN:
PRESI DENT:

DEAN:
PRESI DENT:
DEAN:

I, I have tried, uh, all along to nmake sure
that anything | passed to you nyself didn't
cause you any personal problens.

John, let ne ask you this. Let us suppose
if this thing breaks and they ask you, John
Dean: "Now, John you were the President's
Counsel. Did you report things to the
President? Wat did you report to the
Presi dent ?"

I, I would, | would refuse to answer any
guestions as to anything

No, no, no, no, uh, no--1 think you shoul d--
Let me ask you this.

Unl ess you wai ve. ..

Let nme say, on this point, | would, uh,
woul d not waive. You could say, "I reported
to the President."” Uh, that "The President
called ne in." | nean, "The President has

authorized ne to say-- He called ne in, and,
uh, and, uh, asked ne--"

Uh huh.

Uh, make that, that before, that when the
event first occurred, you conducted an

i nvestigation and passed to the President
t he nessage: "No Wite House personnel,
according to your investigation was
involved."” You did do that, didn't you?

| did that through Ehrlichman and Hal deman
That's it. You did do that.

If I'"munder oath now. [|I'm |I'mgoing to
have to say | did that through Ehrlichman
and Hal deman.
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PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

No. But | know you did that. | didn't see
you.
That's right.

Renenber | didn't see you until after the
el ection.

That's right.

But you see--all right. Now, but then you
say, "and then, after the election, the
Presi dent, when the Accord thing broke,

called you in." | think that's when it was,
wasn't it?
No, uh..

After the McCord thing.

No. It was before the McCord thing because
you renenber he told ne after the Friday
norning that McCord's letter..

Uh huh.
You said, "You predicted this, this was
goi ng to happen."” Because | had, oh, in, in

about the sleek, uh, or two weeks

How did it--Way did | get you in there?
What, what triggered ne getting you in?

Well, ale just started, we just started
tal king about this thing, and--

But | called you in, you and Moore together,
didn't 1?

Vell. ..
for a Dean Report.
On, uh, on, uh, Wdnesday norning...



APRIL 16, 1973, FROM 10:00 TO 10:40 A M 19

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

Because, what was--well, | know what was
i nvol ved. What was involved bras the damed
executive privilege and all that crap.

That's right. It was--The Gray things were
poppi ng, but on the
Yeah.

t he Wednesday norni ng before | asked

| ore had three conversations to ny
recol | ection.

Oh, sir, | think acre had nore than that,
but, of course, we'd have, uh, we'd have a
record of that through

Yeah.

those people. | think we had nore than
that. But the, the one report where |
finally--1 called Bob...

(unintelligible) this office, Good.

Yeah. | called Bob and | said. | said,
"Bob", | said. "I don't think the President

has all the facts.”

That's right. And then you cane and sat in
this chair and that's the first tinme that
reali zed the thing.

That's right.

And what --And nor the question is: "Wll,
M. Dean, why didn't you tell the President
before?" And your answer there is

| didn't know. That is absolutely correct.

That's what you told ne last tinme. You see,
| don't want you, John, to be in a position,
and frankly I don't want the
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PRES| DENT:
( CONTI NUED) :

DEAN:
PRESI DENT:

DEAN:
PRESI DENT:

DEAN:
PRESI DENT:
DEAN:
PXESI DENT:
DEAN:

PRESI DENT:
DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

President to be in a position where one of
his trusted people had information that he
did keep, kept fromhim So I just want...

| did not know.

Fine. You did not know. "How did you find
out then?" They'll ask. Ckay. But you-
that's your--but you can handl e that.

That's right.

But I, but, but I did ask you and | think,
t hi nk you should say the President has
authorized you to say this: "I won't revea

the conversation with the President but

he' s--and, uh, he asked ne this question.
told himthis, and he, uh, uh, that nobody
in the Wiite House was involved. And then,
in addition to that, that I, I, uh, to the
best of ny ability kept, uh--" 1 guess--or
what do you think you ought to handle with
the Presidential things?

Vel |,

Maybe you better.

I, I, I think, the |less said about
Al right. Fine.

| think that's privileged, and | think
(unintelligible)

Except, except that if you do this

| think you say anything you want to say
about it.

Right. But | have to say it. Well, let me
tell you, | amgoing to handle that properly
and | just want to be sure that it, that it,
it jibes with the facts.
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PRESI DENT

( CONTI NUED) :

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

| can say that you did tell ne that nobody
in the Wite House was involved and | can
say that you then came in, at your request,

and said, "I think the President needs to
hear nore about this case."
That's right.

And it eras that tinme that | started ny
i nvestigation.

That's right.

Correct?
That was the Wednesday before they were
sentenced. Now, | can get the date, | don't

have it off the top

Shoul d you do ne this? Get your chronol ogy
of that Wednesday you cane in and told ne.
That woul d be hel pful for ne to have.

That's what | had in m nd

You see, | want to

(Unintelligible)

You see, |--That's when | became interested.
| was--1 becane frankly interested in the
case and | said, "Now God damm it, | want to
find out the score.” And | set in notion
Ehrlichman, Mtchell, and a few of-- not
Mtchell, but others. kay.

Sur e.

One other thing. On the privilege thing,

t hi nk, uh--Nothing, so that you could be
sure, that, you know, nothing is privileged
t hat i nvol ves w ongdoi ng. ..

That's correct.
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PRESI DENT: ...o0n your part or wongdoing on the part of
anybody else. I, I, I "mtelling; you that
now and I want you to s--, when you testify,

if you do, to say that the President has
told you that. Wuld you do that ?

DEAN: Yes, sir.

PRESI DENT: Wul d you agree with that?

DEAN: | do.

PRESI DENT: Fine. However, let ne say that, uh, with

regard to, with regard to what we call the
el ectronic, uh, stuff that occurred in what
| have now have found is in the | eak area,
national security area , uh, that | consider

privileged .

DEAN: | do, too.

PRESI DENT: And | think you should say, for exanple, on
that--But what | neant is, uh, uh, | would,
uh, | think in, in the case of the, of the

Kraft stuff, what the FBI did, they were
both, I find--1've checked it back--there
were sone done, sone done through, uh
private sources. Mst of it was done
t hrough the Bureau after we got going.

DEAN: That's right.

PRESI DENT: Hoover didn't want to do, uh, to do Kraft.
But what it involved, John, apparently was
this: There were leaks in the NSC. They
were in Kraft and other colums. W were
trying to plug the | eaks.

DEAN: Ri ght .
PRESI DENT: And we had that, so we checked it out.
Finally, we turned it over to Hoover . Then

when the hul | abal oo devel oped we didn't, we
just stopped it altogether.
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DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

| under st and.

And that includes (unintelligible). But in
ny, uh, view | consider that privileged.

| have no intention of raising that in any
Have you informed your | awers about that?
No.

| think you should not. Understand, not
because of cutting anything, except that |
do think it's privileged. But it's up to,
up to you, | nean, |

No. | think it is privileged, also.

Yeah. It's inportant to know, and this as
necessary to use. W had Hoover do a little
bit, and in control, as Lyndon Johnson
(unintelligible) better. Uh, now, your,
your guess as when--well, I'Il ask Petersen
t oday--when will you be called? Perhaps
Tuesday, Wednesday, or...

| would think sonmetine this week.

You don't think the thing is likely to break
t oday, then, huh?

No, | don't.

| wonder what Ziegler's got. He nust have--
He seens, he seens to think that sonmething' s
going to go. He hasn't been in to see ne.
"1l have to get himin later. But, uh,
well, 1I'l'l have himmake--1"'l1 ask Petersen

Uh huh.

Petersen. But don't you agree with ne--that
the President should nake the first
announcenent and not the Justice Departnent?
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DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

Yes, | do.

(Unintelligible).

(Unintelligible) on his own staff.
Uh?

On his own staff.

Oh, hell, I"mgoing to make the announce- -
ment with regard to Magruder too. God darn
it, it's our canmpaign. |'mnot going to

have the Justice Departnent...
Ch, | see what you nean.

We triggered this whole thing. You know
what | nean?

That's right.

Don't you agree?

well, if, if, if, if--Wen the...
You hel ped trigger it.

When history is witten, you'll, and you put
t he pi eces back together, you'll see why it
happened. It's because |I triggered it. I,

| put everybody's feet to the fire because
it just had to stop.

That's right. And you put
And | still continue to feel that, uh

That's right. You put Magruder's feet to
the fire.

Yes, | did.
Where did you see Magruder? Uh...
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DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

| didn't. | sent--In fact, | refused to see
him That eras one of the problens.

Oh. And that's why he.

| started, | talked to him |, | nmet with
himin, in one of these outer offices out
here at a neeting.

What got Magruder to tal k?
Uh. ..
| would like to take the credit.

Because, because, well, uh, (laughs) he knew
t hat
| thought--1 was hoping that you had seen

hi m because, uh

There was--Well, he was, he eras told, he
was told (1) that, you know, there was going
to be no chance

You renenber, though, when you made the

stat enent about, uh, just nmaking a note here
about draw ng the wagons up around the Wite
House. Uh, based uh, basically you thought
the primary (unintelligible) --this was
tal ki ng about pre...

Pre...
know edge--was all in the Commttee. Right?
That's right. \Were it is.

That's right. But on Magruder, conme again.
What's the deal, deal there?

Uh, the, uh, uh, situation there is that he
and Mtchell were continuing to talk,
continuing to tal k about proceedi ng al ong
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DEAN
( CONTI NUED) :

PRESI DENT:
DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:
PRESI DENT:

DEAN:
PRESI DENT:

DEAN:
PRESI DENT:

the sanme course they'd been proceeding to,
to lock in their story, but ny story did not
fit with their story. And | just told them
| refused to change, to alter ny testinony,
ot her than, than to repeat it just as | knew
it.

When?

This had to do with a nunber of neetings in
t he Departnent of Justice.

Incidentally I heard this (unintelligible),

but I, | renenber. You told ne this.
Everybody tells ne that you said, Dean said.
"I wll not go to the--I am not goi ng down

there and lie," because you said you, your
hand wi || shake and your enoti on--Renenber
you told nme that?

Yeah. No way | could. |'mincapable of it.

Fine. Thank God. John, don't ever do it.
John, | want you to tell the truth.. That's
the thing that you're going to-- | have told
everybody around here, said, "God dam it,
tell the truth.” 'Cause all they do, John,
is conmpound it.

That's right.

That son-of-a-bitch Hi ss would be free today
if he hadn't |ied about his espionage. He
coul d have just said he--he didn't even have
to. He could ve just said, "lI--look, | knew
Chanbers. And, yes, as a young man | was

i nvol ved with sone Comruni st activities but

| broke it off nmany years ago." And
Chanbers woul d have dropped it.

Vell. ..

But, the son-of-a-bitch |ied and he goes to
jail for the lie rather than the crine.
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DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

Uh. ..

So believe ne, don't ever lie with these
bast ar ds.

The, the truth always energes.
W know t hat .
It al ways does.

Al so, there is a question of right and
wrong, too.

That's right.
What is right and what is wong.
That's right.

Per haps there are gray areas, but you're
right to, to get it out now.

Uh. ..

l"msure. On Liddy. | wanted to be sure
that 1, that you recall, on cur
conversation. |, uh--You asked ne to do
sonething. ['ve left it with Petersen now.

He said he'd handle it. Uh, that's the
proper place

That's right.
You see, when Liddy says he can't talk

unl ess he hears from higher authority-- I am
not his higher authority...

No.

...it"'s Mtchell.

Well, but I think he's |ooking for the
Utimate...

What do you think he's thinking about?
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DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

| think he's thinking about the President.
Cl enmency?

He thinks--he has the inpression that you
and Mtchell probably talk on the tel ephone
dai ly about this.

You know we' ve never tal ked about it.
| understand that.

| have never talked to Mtchell about this.
Oh, except about when, whether we go, uh,
t he executive privilege thing.

Ri ght .

He canme in and said, "Everybody should
testify in executive session.” Mtchel

said that. Except you. Wich | think would
be--Listen, | think, incidentally, about

executive privilege...

| think, | think, M. President, the Ervin
heari ngs

The | ater
are going to fizzle.
VWhat ?

| think when the, when, when Petersen
finishes his

You don't think we should hold to executive
privilege anyway do you, John now?

To hold on executive privilege?

Yeah. What's your advice on that. What
should I do?

| think, I think if you, if, if there are
indictnents down there in that court
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DEAN

( CONTI NUED) :

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

room none, none of the individuals should
go up and testify. | think the Watergate is
just going to be totally carved out of the
Ervin heari ngs.

Yeah. That's the Watergate, right? Then
the other stuff is not that inportant,
Segretti and all that?

Segretti, yeah.
Um huh.

That stuff is not that inportant. They'l
probabl y--They can have a |l ot of fun with
it, but it's not very neani ngful.

So you think Liddy thought that | was
calling Mtchell. (Unintelligible) Good God
Almghty. Well, we covered that |ast
Sat ur day.

That's right.

You were there.

That's resolved. | think
I s that enough?

That's right. Petersen ""ill tell you if it
doesn't, uh...

You tell me nowif it isn't enough.
No, | think it's enough

"' mgoing to expect you to--After all,
you're still the Counsel around here
(Laughter) No, but |I'm serious. You ve got
to advise ne and that's the sane with

Hal deman and Ehrlichman. As |ongs as you
are around here, we've got to, we got to
have it out.



APRIL 16 1973, FROM 10:00 TO 10:40 A M 30

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRPSI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

Vell, I, I want, | want to |lay one thing
out .

Uh huh.

| think there is a nythical belief, uh, |'ve
not tallied to Bob or John about this--that
they don't hare a problem M. President.

kind I'm I'mreally not sure you're
convinced they do. But .I'mtelling you,
t hey do.

A probl enf?

Yeah.

There's no question about it.
No questi on.

They are. ..

| just wanted...

Yeah. Petersen nmade the point. | said,
"Tell me What the facts are.” And he says,

"The problemis, the problemhere is that
they're going to get splashed. And, he
said, "Wen they get splashed, you ve got a
problem M. President.” Now, but then he
goes on to say, as far as the legal form of
it is concerned, and he covers all three of
you here.

Uh huh.

He said, "It's a very difficult case to
prove." Do you agree with that?

That's right.

You see, that's the point. And |I would hope
it works. | mean |I'm speaking now in

personal terns. |...

It's a, it's a technical case and it's a
t ough case.
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PRESI DENT: "It's a tough one to prove."” \Wat's he nean
by that? |

DEAN: Apparently, nmy, nmy |awer said, "Now, |'ve,
|"ve, I've won cases on this, uh, uh, with
tougher facts than you've got, I'll assure
you. "

PRESI DENT: Yeah.

DEAN: It would not, it would not be a...

PRESI DENT: See, that's their real vulnerability,
t oget her.

DEAN: It would be, uh...

PRESI DENT: Bot h Ehrlichman and Hal deman are in on the
obstruction. And that's the point.

DEAN: That's right. | think it'd be a very good
idea if they had counsel.

PRESI DENT: | told them yeah, last night to get
| awyers, so |I'mone step ahead of you there.
Now, do you--is there anything el se you
think I should do? You don't think I
shoul d--Shit, I"'mnot going to let the
Justice Departnent break this case, John.

DEAN: | understand. You' ve got to break it. You
are breaking it, in a sense.

PRESI DENT: Well, God damm it, that's that we' ve done.

DEAN: That's right.

PRESI DENT: | could haste told you to go to Canp David
and concoct a story, couldn't 17?

DEAN: That's right.

PRESI DENT: And you' ve never heard that said, have you?
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DEAN: No sir.

PRES| DENT: In fact, | think I told what Ehrlichman he'd
agreed to. But on the other hand, it was
your job to tell ne, wasn't it?

DEAN: Un huh.

PRESI DENT: And you have. Basically what you' ve done--
No, you, you've told nme the truth, though
You've told ne the truth. It as your job to
work for the Wiite House, the President, the
Wi te House Staff, and they were not
involved in the pre- thing. Put then you
t hought about the post thing. You thought
about it and that's why you decided to--You
said, "Cut it out."

DEAN: That's why | think...

PRESI FT: Ri ght

DEAN: ...the cancer's grow ng, because you

PRESI DENT: Ri ght.

DEAN: t-, t-, t- to keep this whole thing in.

PRESI DENT: Look, one thin | rant to be sure is in here,
when you testify, | don't want you to be in
a position, so, and | don't want the
President to be in a position that his
counsel did not level with him See ny
poi nt ?

DEAN: No sir, there's no point that | have not
| eveled with you as you know.

PRESI DENT: No, what | nean is when you say, "Well, now
M. Dean," | am speaki ng now.. .

DEAN: They will, they will not ask

(unintelligible)



APRI L 16, 1973, FROM 10:00 TO 10:40 A M 33

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

(Unintelligible) "Way didn't, why didn't you
tell the President? D d you know about
this? Wy didn't you tell the President?"

That's a PR situation, M. President. The
U S. Attorneys are not going to ask ne
question as...

| see.

...to what | said to the President or what |
didn't.

well, I favor, | frankly think--1 would, |
woul d hope you could help on the PR there by

Be expecting to help on it

| would Iike for you to say, and you're free
to talk about it. You're to say, "I told
the President about this. | told the
President first there was no involvenent in
the Wiite House. Afterwards, | told the
President that, uh, that I--And the
President said do "Look, | want to get to
the bottomof this thing, period." See what
"mdriving at--not just the "Wite House.
You continued your investigation and so
forth. The President went ahead,
investigated in his own way, which | have
done.

Uh huh.
Believe me. | put a little pressure on.
Uh huh.

... Magruder and a few of these clowns And,
uh, "As a result of the President's action,
this thing has been broken.™

That's right.
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PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:
goi ng. . .

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

Because al so | put pressure on the Justice

Departnent, | told Kleindienst,”Gd dam it,
that..."

No, | think, I think you're in front right
now and |, and, uh, you can rest assured
everything I do will, will keep you as far
as. ..

No, | don't want that, understand? When
say, "Don't lie,” don't lie about ne either.
No, | won't sir. You're--1. |'mnot
"Cause I, I, I thinly I've done the right
thing. But |I want, | want you to do it, |
want you to do, if, if you feel |'ve done
the right thing, I want, | think the country

is entitled to know it. Because we're
tal ki ng about the Presidency here.

This thing, has changed so dramatically, the
whol e situation, since | gave you the
picture...

since you sat in that chair.

In that chair over there, and gave you what
| thought were the circunstances, the
potential problens, and the |like, you have
done nothing but try to get to the bottom of
this, this thing, and,

| think so.
and, uh, uh.

Vell, | said, "Wite a report.” But ny
purpose was to wite a report, as | said,
want the Segretti matter, uh, put the
Segretti stuff in, put everything else in.
Whet her the Wiite House--what was the Wite
House invol venent? You know. Wat do you
say? (pause) How about one | ast thing:

Col son. Un, you don't think that they're
going to get himinto this, huh?



APRIL 16, 1973, FROM 10:00 TO 10:40 A.M. 35

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:
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DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

| think, | think he has sone techni cal

probl ens--post--also. | don't know if he
has any, if uh--to the best of ny know edge,
he has no, had, had no advance know edge of
t he thing.

Right. | suppose the key there is Hunt, you
know, the--He was so close to Hunt. | just
want to know about it just for ny own
benefit, I, as | told you last night, I, |
don't want, | don't want

Chuck has. ..

...to be in a position..

Chuck has, ..

"What about Chuck Col son?" | want...

Chuck has sworn up and down to ne...

| nust say to you, John Dean, was Col son
i nvol ved?

| have no information that he was at all
Post ?

Techni cal probl ens.

Those two things you nentioned |ast night.

That and, uh, let's face it, there's other
techni cal problens, but, you know. ..

Hn  Yeah.

It's, uh, it's, uh, all the obstruction is
techni cal stuff that nounts up.

Yeah. Well, you take, for exanple, the
clemency stuff. That's solely Mtchell,
apparently, and Colson's talk with, uh,
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PRESI DENT

( CONTI NUED : Bittman where he says, "I1'll do every-thing
| can because as a, as a friend ...

DEAN: No, that was with Ehrl| chman.

PRESI DENT: Huh?

DEAN: That was Ehrlichman.

PRESI DENT: Ehrlichman with who?

DEAN: Ehrl 1 chman and Col son and | sat up there,
and Col son presented his story to
Ehrlichman. ..

PRES| DENT: | know.

DEAN: regarding it and, and then John gave Chuck
very clear instructions on going back and
telling himthat it, you know, "G ve himthe
i nference he's got clenency but don't give
hi m any comm tnent."

PRESI DENT: No comm t nent ?

DEAN: Ri ght.

PRES| DENT: Now that's all right. But first, if an
individual, if it's no conmtnent-- |'ve got
aright to sit here-- Take a fellow like
Hunt or, uh, or, or a Cuban whose wfe is
sick and sonmething-- that's what clenency's
about .

DEAN: That's right.

PRESI DENT: Correct ?

DEAN: That's right.

PRESI DENT: But, uh, but John specifically said, "No
commtnment,” did he? He...

DEAN: Yeah.
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DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

No commitnent. Then, then Col son then went
on to, apparently

| don't know how Col son delivered it, uh
Apparently to Bittman..

for..

Bittman. |s that your understandi ng?

Yes, but | don't know what his, you know,
specific...

Where did this business of the Christmas
thing get out, John? What the hell was
t hat ?

Well, that's, a, that's a
That nust have been Mtchell, huh?
No, that was Chuck, again. | think that, uh

that they all, that they'd all be out by
Chri st mas?

No, | think he said sonething to the effect
that Christmas is the tine that clenency
general ly occurs.

Oh, yeah

Uh- -

Vell, that doesn't--1, I, | don't think that
is going to hurt him

No.

Do you?

No.

"Cl enency,” he says--0ne (unintelligible)
He's a friend of Hunt's. |I'mjust trying
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PRESI DENT

( CONTI NUED : to put the best face on it. If it's the
wong--if it is--1"ve got to know.

DEAN: Vell, one, one of the things | think yow
have to be very careful, and this is why
Petersen will be very good, is, if you take
a set of facts and let the prosecutors who
have no--they'll be making, meking no PR
j udgnent s.

PRESI DENT: Yeah.

DEAN: But they'll give you the raw facts as they
relate to the law, uh, and it's later you've
got to decide, you know, what public face
will be put onit. |In other words, they'll-
-If their...

PRESI DENT: Oh, | understand.

DEAN: It's going to conme out in court, you know

PRESI DENT: You can hel p on that, John.

DEAN: Yes, sir.

PRESI DENT: You know that. ..

DEAN: Uh, wherever | may be, 1'lIl be available to
hel p on that.

PRESI DENT: Vell, T hope you're right. You think you
testify when? Well, Petersen will decide
that, | guess.

DEAN: Yeah.

PRESI DENT: Do you want ne to say anything to hi m about
it?

DEAN: No.

PRES| DENT: (Unintelligible) that (unintelligible)

| awyers.
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DEAN: Vell, I think my | awyers and, and the U. S.
Attorney's O fice ought to continue to
Uncork in...

PRESI DENT: Yeah, |'mhaving himreport to nme daily
now. . .

DEAN: Ri ght.

PRESI DENT: which | judge that | should do. And uh, so
all that 1'lIl say is, I'"'mgoing to tell him
that we had a talk today and I went over
again the various materi al s.

DEAN: What woul d be the best thing in the world is
if they decide that they've got nothing but
techni cal cases agai nst people at the Wite
House and they chuck themall out. That's,
uh, not i npossible.

PRES| DENT: Should I, should I help?

DEAN: No, sir.

PRESI DENT: Hah, hah. That's what they ought to hear.

DEAN: That's right. (Pause)

PRESI DENT: It'd be a tough case for themto prove,
John.

DEAN: Vell, they may decide not--1 did--not do it
and then nothing, none of these things are
even released. It could very well happen.

PRES| DENT: Vell, that's what | want. | nean, |--

Under st and, the reason | have to have that
is in case there's a break tonight | don't
want to have to call John Dean in and say,
"Look, John, can | have it?" It |ooks |like
| was--What the Christ aml| doing, I, |I've
got to know because | do have sone know edge
that there m ght be vulnerability. Al that
| am saying was this, as you know. ..
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DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

(Cears throat)

...1s that | have heard things fromthe U S
Attorney, and from John Dean and from my own
peopl e that indicate there could be a
technical violation, that there coul d be,

t here could be obstru--Under the
circunstances, | feel that it's ny duty to
have your resignation in hand. O course,

t he President always has a resignation.

Vel l, uh...
How does that sound to you?

That's right. The, the thing is the
phrasing in the letter, uh, is inportant.

Al right.

You don't cause anybody, you know, problens
with a fair trial. So that's why 1'd |ike
to...

Good, John. Well, that's right, | nmean,
that's--understand, those are ny dictations,
| just (unintelligible)

| under st and.

Only it's, only it's a formfor you. And
you, you world it out and work it out so
that it would be one that could apply to you
and then work out the-- and to, uh,

Ehrli chman, Hal deman, anybody el se.

Um huh.

Just a formthat | can give anybody,
Strachan--No, he's not going.

Yes, he's gone. USIA
Well, that doesn't cone to ne does it?
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DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

Wl |, the whol e Executive Branch, is, huh.
No, well, no, | nean...

No, it wouldn't cone...

his resignation can be submtted to Keogh.
That's right, Keogh.

Vell, I'll get his resignation. And |'1]I
tell--1 don't mean about-1'Il tell those
guys that he, uh

| would have--1 don't think you ought to
tell Strachan, | think

No, no, no, no, no, no, no. Tell Keogh he
ought to ask for the resignation.

| think Bob ought to do that, though.
Bob Hal deman?

Uh huh.
Good. I'Il tell him 1'Il tell Bob then to
get them That'll, that'll be Strachan and,

uh, Magruder coming up. That'll be it.
Al right, sir.

Al right. That's your, your advice. Oh,
also if you do have any random t houghts on,
uh, how many nore we could do on the
presentation of this thing, sit over in your

office and think of it, | man, as to howto
handl e t he---
Vell, | want you to...

So that the President is in front, you know
what | nean.
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DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

| want, | want, | want to give you sone,
sonme notes on that, that I think wll help.

Wul d you do that?
Yes sir. | wll.

The record. Here's what |'ve done. Here's
what |'ve done, and what you think the

Presi dent ought to do and when-- you see
what | nean? And then, if He have to use
these things--1 pray to God we don't, 'cause
you guys don't deserve it. You don't
deserve it.

Vell, at least, the inportant thing is that
it's not them it's you.

No, well, | know, maybe it isn't ne
personally, it's this place.

Vell, it's the Ofice, and, uh, the canpaign
office as well.

Al'l right. Renmenber, be back.
Al right, sir.

| would, uh, I'd just, just, just hang
tightly...

| couldn't, | couldn't be..

hang tightly.

| couldn't be nore objective, M. President.
And, you know, | just have--don't think |I've
| ost ny objectivity in this thing at all.

What ?

| said, don't think I've |lost nmy objectivity
at all in this...
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PRESI DENT: Ri ght.

DEAN: even though I"'mright at the peak on it.
Al right, sir.

PRESI DENT: Good enough.
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